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STOCKARD: Whitesell, Newman bring heft to MTSU slaying case 
 
By SAM STOCKARD 
 
The accused are presumed innocent until proven guilty in a court of 
law. But if you're charged with murder, the last people you want to 
see in the courtroom are Bill Whitesell and Paul Newman. 
 
In big cases, District Attorney Whitesell and Assistant DA Newman 
rarely fail to get a conviction. Think of those they've put behind bars 
for murder: Antonio Alexander, Kyle Gilley, Gary and Candance 
Bush, Tina Williamson, Percy Palmer, Latonya Taylor and Ricky 
Bryan, just to name a few. 
 
Whitesell and Newman also will be prosecuting the case of 
Shanterrica Madden, who's charged with first-degree murder in the 
March 2 stabbing death of MTSU Lady Raider Tina Stewart. 
 
Madden, an MTSU freshman who shared a Raiders Crossing 
apartment with Stewart, faces a preliminary hearing and bond hearing 
Friday in General Sessions Court where bond will be set. 
 
The Public Defender's office was prepared to handle the case if 
necessary Thursday, the morning after she was charged with killing 
the popular Lady Raider basketball player. But Joe Brandon, 
notorious for battling Rutherford County over approval of a mosque 
site plan, took her case early that morning and is claiming self-
defense. 
 
Brandon contends Stewart had Madden down on the ground and was 
beating her up before Stewart turned Madden's kitchen knife on her. 
Murfreesboro Police and the DA's office reject that, saying it was a 
case of premeditated and intentional murder. 
 
If you're looking for a scorecard, Whitesell and Brandon already have 
a head-to-head history, in which the DA got convictions on two high-
profile cases. 
 



Brandon represented Scott Reynolds when he was convicted in June 
2008 of killing Melissa Atkin in a custody fight over the their son. He 
was found guilty of first-degree murder and sentenced to life in 
prison. 
 
Whitesell and Brandon also squared off in July 2009 when former 
MTSU student Starlett Custer was convicted of assault in the August 
2008 slashing of Ashley Ramsay over a Bell Street parking lot space. 
 
That could be considered a partial victory for Brandon because 
Custer initially faced a charge of attempted first-degree murder before 
a jury found her guilty of reckless aggravated assault and reckless 
endangerment without use of a weapon. 
 
Still, Brandon was disappointed in the jury's decision. In his closing 
argument, he stated: "As much as I believe in my right to worship 
Jesus and as much as I believe in my right to bear arms, and as 
much as I believe in my right of free speech as a lawyer, I cannot 
imagine anybody allowing their mind to rest easily as to the certainty 
of guilt when the car of the other girl involved was never searched. I 
can't wrap my mind around that." Brandon also argued that Custer 
wasn't the aggressor in the parking lot. 
 
Whitesell told the jury he believed in all the same rights mentioned by 
Brandon. 
 
"I believe Ashley Ramsay has a right to be safe and not to be a victim 
of a crime," Whitesell said. 
 
One thing is certain: No matter Brandon's client, he'll stand on his 
head if he thinks it will draw attention to his cause. He asked that 
injuries to Madden be photographed by local law enforcement during 
an arraignment last Thursday, even though Assistant DA Tom 
Jackson said pictures had been taken already. 
 
Don't be surprised, either, if Brandon makes several requests of the 
court before this murder case goes to trial. 
 
After all, he dragged a hearing on the site plan for the Islamic Center 
of Murfreesboro through about eight days over three months in 



Chancery Court before Chancellor Bob Corlew finally determined 
that, yes, Islam is a religion. That's still not over as Brandon demands 
to see all e-mail related to county communications on the matter. 
 
Speculation is rampant about what led to Stewart's death. According 
to police, she called a courtesy officer at the complex to report drugs 
in her apartment just an hour before she was killed. Brandon has 
claimed that Madden was tired Stewart's boyfriend staying there, and 
that caused a confrontation. 
 
One thing everyone agrees on is that no matter what happened that 
deadly night, this is the worst tragedy in MTSU history. The Lady 
Raiders opted to play Sunday in the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament, but it was hard to focus with one of their best friends 
killed just days earlier. 
 
And for a hardnosed coach like Rick Insell, it was difficult to get up in 
a player's face knowing they'd just lost a sister. 
 
Now that a life is lost, it's time for the wheels of justice to grind along, 
and it will be slow unless a plea bargain is reached. At this point, the 
only feeling worse than losing a sister would be facing Whitesell and 
Newman on a murder charge. 
 
DNJ Senior Writer Sam Stockard can be reached at 615-278-5165 
or via e-mail at stockard@dnj.com. 
 


